V t i 5 vs. Kfc L LEY w 

AMID QUIET HOSTILITY 
A LITTLE APPLAUSE 

More than a hundred had gathered at the 
Independence American Legion Hall in the (so 
far frustrated) hope they might once and for 
all settle the touchy veterans 1 service off¬ 
ice controversy. 

The special public hearing had been 
called by members of the board of supervis¬ 
ors feeling the sting of criticism that in 
effect accused them of being less than deci¬ 
sive in the veterans office issue. 

The meeting got underway in a quietly 
hostile atmosphere and Jim Kelley, Inyo's 
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veterans offi<S^ of 10 years and member of a 
long-established Independence family, seated 
himself - alone - in a front-row chair. 

Assembled veterans from over the county 
- members of one or the other of veterans 1 
organizations - were hotly out to get his 
job. The veterans had some support from ot¬ 
hers, non-veterans, who had come to see the 
action. In the crowd were a few copies of 
the grand jury report issued last July and 
recommending that Kelley be fired from his 
job. 

But his critics were finding it harder 
than expected to unseat Kelley who has yet to 
offer any substantive statement or defense in 
the issue. His tenacity in the office may 

(See KELLEY, Page k) 



SfSlIllfe' JB 

’ aHBfe v.- i,i 

iiifi . t Li 1 
SSbW-ns* , ) i m 


VETERANS OFFICER KELLEY...alone... 




...and with supportive friend 
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The COUNTY 

MOVE TO CIVIC CENTER 
"A GOOD DEAL" 






Until it can build its own 
j I county complex on acreage near 
_i j Bishop, the county government 


The COUNTY 

'.THERE THE POVffiR LIESj 
DY/P LEASES HOLD KEY 


(ACCOMPANYING STORY 
ON PAGE 2) 


(For list of DWP leases. See Page 2) 

Yfi.th its ownership of much of the real 
escate in Inyo County, Los Angeles' Depart¬ 
ment of Water and Power is in a position to 
exert extensive pressure in the county through 
it.s leases to government and to individuals. 

And last week evidence of 
tins power and the "punishment 
or reward" capabilities implic¬ 
it in it entered again into the 
activities of county government, 
the developement of popular Di¬ 
az Lake as a tourist attraction 
south of Lone Pine. 

Although the county's Diaz 
lake lease remains far from de¬ 
cided, the county parks and rec¬ 
reation director, Jim Angelo, 
is moving ahead with what he is 
calling his "Master Plan" for 
the lake area. Angelo wants to 
turn the lake and its surround¬ 
ing property into what lie pro- 
'.vir .'fi ns a "complete day and 
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will move several of its administrative offic¬ 
es into space in the Bishop Civic Center - at 
a price most officials consider to be "a good 
deal." 

If things go according, to the plan of the 
Bishop public works director, Clyde Coons, at 
least two county offices - the probation de¬ 
partment and sheriff's substation - can move 
in by December 1. 

For what it calls the cost of mainte 
ance and operation, Bishop has offered the 
county nearly five thousand square feet of of¬ 
fice space. Why the good deal? 
Coons says the work is done on 
revenue-sharing money (about 
$100,000 of it) and Bishop's 
city government prefers renting 
to another government agency in 
order to stay out of competi¬ 
tion with Bishop businessmen. 

Coons said a government 
complex is "of value" to Bish- 
op 0 "Now the justice court and 
probation department and sher¬ 
iff's substation, along with 
the district attorney, will be 
just across the street from 
the Bishop Police Department." 

Meanwhile the county con¬ 
tinues its negotiations in a 
In-,-, Hi'- U'TUMtTj t7) 
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LEASES, Cont. from Page 1 
night facility." 

And last week evidence of this power - 
and the "reward or punishment" capabilities 
implicit in it - came once again into the ac¬ 
tivities of the county government* the dev- 
elopement of popular Diaz Lake as a tourist 
attraction south of Lone Fine. 

Although the county's Diaz Lake lease 
is far from undecided, the county parks and 
recreation director, Jim Angelo, is moving a- 
head with what he calls his "master Plan" for 
the lake area. Angelo wants to turn the lake 
and its surrounding properties into what he 
proposes as a "complete day and night facil¬ 
ity." 

"But none of this can really happen," 
he explained, "until we have a lease agree¬ 
ment with DWP." He pointed out that federal 
and state dollars are necessary - and avail¬ 
able - for developement of the plan, but the 
funding is out of reach unless the county can 
get a long-tem (2£ years) agreement with DWP 
for use of the property. 

For nearly two years Inyo County has at¬ 
tempted to get DWP 1 s signature, but Los Ange¬ 
les demonstrates with mindless predictability 
its unwillingness to deal - anywhere - with 
anyone daring to call its heavy hand. 

Anyhow, Angelo's Master Plan goes on 
display this week, at the office of the Cham¬ 
ber of Commerce at Lone Pine, an optimistic 
proposal that may - or may not - come to be, 
depending on the whims of DWP. Angelo says in 
any case that the plan may be subject to some 
changes due to inflationary cost changes that 
occur while the county waits. 


The DW P's LEASES 

WITH THEM THE POWER 
TO "REWARD OR PUNISH" 

From a reliable source who asked not to 
be identified, Eastern Sierra News Service 
last week obtained a town-by-town list of the 
agencies and individuals who by choice or nec¬ 
essity lease property from the Los Angeles De¬ 
partment of 'Water and Power. Neither the news 
service ror its source guarantees the list to 
be up-to-date although each considers it fair¬ 
ly recent - and fairly accurate. The list may 
not in fact includo all the leases on either 
business or agricultural property and it is 
believed the DWP may hold more. 

Whether or not o^e agrees with the soc¬ 
io-political philosophy that says "He who 
controls the land controls the people," one 
must nonetheless recognize instantly the 
power implicit - and sometimes explicit - of 
the lessor, or owner, over the lessee. 

In Inyo County, for instance, a number of 
Bishop businessmen were recently told that 
their leases would no longer contain a guaran¬ 
tee of optional renewal, and that their leases 
henceforth will be limited to five years - a 
very short time seen from the viewpoint of 
business planning and expansion. Banks are re¬ 
luctant to lend money for business growth un¬ 
der such circumstances. 

In Inyo County the lease factor has al¬ 
ways lurked quietly in the background as a 
factor in social and economic growth. Only in 
recent years - since the county began fighting 
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back with lawsuits — have the leases become 
trade-offs, or attempted trade-offs> in the 
longstanding county-DWP fight. At Bishop, in 
fact, it would appear that the lease offer - 
called by some a "DWP power play" - lias back¬ 
fired strengthening instead of weakening the 
businessmen's resolve. But in practical bus¬ 
iness affairs the businessmen even now stand 
to suffer considerable loss. Many businessmen 
want to purchase their buildings from DWP, but 
so far no property has changed hands in spite 
of DWP's avowed willingness to sell. 

Seen from the power viewpoint the leases 
present an awesome structure. listed even are 
a number of churches, an indication, though 
not a certainty, that even the voices from the 
pulpits could be silenced or controlled should 
they speak out concerning moral issues involv¬ 
ed in the county-wide battle. Listed, too, are 
at least two media outlets, radio stations. 
Events of last spring show that DWP is not un¬ 
willing to silence the voice that reports its 
activities, at least from Lone Pino. 

The list here - published only for the 
purpose of showing the county's vulnerability 
— is recorded as given. Question marks and 
other notations are not those of the news ser¬ 
vice. All that is omitted are number codes 
to the left of the names on the original copy. 

Publication of the list neither implies 
nor states that ary of the lessees have "given 
in" to pressure (Indeed some listed are among 
the most outspoken of DWP's critics), but ra¬ 
ther to show where pressure could be applied 
by the county's big landholder - should it 
care to. 

Tne list turned over to the news service 
follows: 

LONE PINE - 

Lone Pine Gas Company 

Inyo Builders 

Ellis Motors (Storage Facility ?) 

Mobil Oil Co. Service Station 
(Defunct) (No. Main Street) 

County Park and Parking Lot 
County Park and Tennis Courts 
ARCO Driveway and Parking Lot 
(Paved) 

Ivey Auto Parts 
Cassidy's Barber Shop 
Flower Shop (?) 

Rogers Market (Defunct) 

Lasky's Television Repair 
Lee's Delicatessen (?) 

Western Auto 
County Lease (Inyo) 

(No. of County Maintenance Yard) 

Fiesta Patio (Defunct) 

Lone Pine Hotel 
YJheeler Sporting Goods 
Sportsman Cafe and Restaurant 
Margie's Merry-Go-Round Rest. 

Jug Liquor Store 

Burkhardt'3 Union 76 Service Station 
Chalfant Press 
Joseph's Market Parking Lot 
(N. East Lot) 

Lloyd's Shoe Store 
La Florista Flower Shop 
Lone Pine Fair Grounds 

(County maintained ?) 

Bremme'r's Mobil Self-Service Sta. 

(So. Main St.) 

Inyo-Mono National Bank 

(Lone Pine Branch) (See Page £) 
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LOTS OF JOBS 

FOR WELFARE RECIPIENTS 
A HINT IN THE MAIL 


(For related story- 
on census, see 
Special Insert) 


ular pieces by Mozart, DeBussy, Mendelssohn 
and Chopin" at her hoine* 

Another reason for her departure: "It's 
drying up in Owens Valley* Our beautiful gar¬ 
den suffered this year." 


Almost desperately in need of more than 
20 workers to conduct the county census, the 
county's census planners are finding out what 
a lot have known all along: that few people 
living in 1977 want to work for the $2*50 and 
.^3-per-hour wages offered by the census peo¬ 
ple - not even the jobless receiving either 
unemployment benefits or welfare checks* 

And in that fact Inyo's conservative and 
anti-welfare segments are finding new "I-told- 
you-so" ammunition for their arguments* There 
has been some tongue-clucking over the employ¬ 
ment office sidewalk campaign to lure census 
takers into the employment office* But the 
placards advertising the open jobs were ignor¬ 
ed* 

Planning Director Doug Sherburne, whose 
department proposed the census-taking in the 
first place, says he's thinking about plac¬ 
ing enumerator job applications in welfare 
checks the county will send out* But the plan 
had not been negotiated -with the welfare de¬ 
partment at week's end. Out of kS job open¬ 
ings for enumerators only 20 applications are 
so far in hand. 

There was some discussion at a recent 
supervisors' meeting to the effect that there 
may be some help from the county's CETA pro¬ 
gram. 


MARIK'S FINALCONCERT 

NORTH OF THE BAY (But "The Arts" 

MORE CULTURE not dead. See 

AID NO BULLDOZERS Special Insert) 

Bulldozers of the Bureau of Land Manage-* 
ment that "bulldozed the Alabama Hills art col¬ 
ony out of existence" may have played a role 
in the announced departure of Concert Pianist 
Iren Marik* 

Ms* Marik said she and Draco Foundation 
will be "moving to a more cultural environment 
north of San Francisco," this after seven year's 
in the valley during which she and Novelist 
Evelyn Eaton through their Draco Foundation 
"have tried to generate a cultural community 
in the Owens Valley*" 

"It just hasn't worked," Ms. Marik told a 
NEWS-LETTER reporter* She told how the BLM de¬ 
stroyed the Deepest Valley Theater, Ms. Eaton's 
pet project of the Sixties. "The Alabama Hills 
are accopstically perfect," said Ms. Marik, 

"and musicians and artists from all over used 
to play in the hills." 

But BLLI's bulldozers did not end the Mar¬ 
ik piano concerts at Independence. So popular 
were they that the house she shares -with Eaton 
could no longer hold the audience - even after 
admission was increased. 

The pianist had been touring as a concert 
pianist for years before her intended retire¬ 
ment in the valley. But all that's over with 
now. "Me're going to the other side of the 
mountain vihere we'll be nearer to TV stations, 
theater, opera - and bigger audiences," she 
said. 

This week Ms. Marik will play her last- 
piano concert for her Owens Valley fans: "pop- 


MEETING WITH THE A.G. 

"WITH PATIENCE" 

- AND ANOTHER REPORT 

The state attorney general conducted yet 
another in a series of so far fruitless hear¬ 
ings at Sacramento last week, and about the on¬ 
ly decisive action to come out of it was a re¬ 
quest for additional "reports" on the Owens 
Valley water issue. Supervisor V/Llma Muth said 
the meetings - in which the attorney general 
hopes to relieve tension between Inyo and D'NP - 
are "creeping along." 

Muth said that meetings are "stifled," at 
least until the supreme court decides whether 
or not to hear DVIP's environmental impact re¬ 
port case 0 

Vfi.ll anything substantive come out of 
meetings? Muth said "...if we have patience." 


The COURTS 

"CONNECTIONS" TO A 
HOUSE HIGH IN THE ROCKS 

A whopping $29,000 bail has been set in 
the cases against Lone Pine's Thomas Council, 
Jr., who at week's end remained in the jail at 
Independence• 

Council - or "T.C." as his cronies 
call him - was arrested Friday afternoon by 
sheriff's officers who found him with a 
teen-age girl at a house high in the rocks 
of the Alabama Hills. The arrest of "T.C." 
and the girl was the culmination of a three- 
months narcotics investigation by officers 
who say they are attempting to link him with 
what officers describe as "more than just a 
Lone Pine thing." 

They say their witnesses against Coun¬ 
cil are in "several states." Council has 
previously been known by his friends to hint 
darkly about "connections" elsewhere. He is 
formally charged now with sale of marijuana 
and dangerous drugs - along with other com¬ 
plaints of possessing a billy club and mak¬ 
ing threats on an officer. The 39-year-old 
"T.C." was due to appear in court on those 
charges when the new charges were lodged a- 
gainst him. 

MONROE MURDER CASE: 

30 DAYS MADE a| DIFFERENCE 

No date has been set for the retrial of 
William Donald Monroe, but the superior court 
has set a pre-trial motions hearing for Nov. 
17 and 18. 

Monroe, meanwhile is back in Inyo County 
jail from the state penitentiary. An appeals 
court ruled that he must be retried in the 
murder of a semi-retired couple, Harold and 
Mildred DeVore, for whose deaths he was con- 
i victed more than two years ago. 

The basis of Monroe's appeal: His attor¬ 
ney said Monroe had been held for 30 days in 
the jail without a hearing and that state¬ 
ments made then were illegally gained. 
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KELLEY ^ Cont » front Page I 

have been, further bolstered at the meeting, 
and dramatically so: About midway through the 
hearing an aging man - unknown then and now 
to Kelley - rose from his seat and asked to 
move over "and sit by Mr. Kelley," which he 
did. With reluctant admiration, even some of 
the anti-Kelley forces gave a smattering of 
applause as the man sat down next to the em¬ 
battled veterans service officer. 

Even before the occurrence, the veterans' 
campaign against Kelley had not quite reached 
lynch-mob pitch, but after that the meeting 
was decidedly more calm - except the vets 

then again directed their ire to the board it¬ 
self once more demanding that the supervisors 
take action "now." But the board was having 
none of it. Supervisor Wilma Muth said, in ef¬ 
fect, that the board still needs more time to 
investigate 17 incidents listed in the grand 
jury report about Kelley. She and other board 

members had been publicly accused by the vet¬ 
erans and others of "covering up" the Kelley 
issue by introducing a new one - that of 
whether the county will "bother" to maintain 
the veterans' service office in any case 0 One 
supervisor started the row when he suggested 
that the office might be "too much trouble 
anyway." 

Then Muth passed the issue to the press. 
"I’m tired," she said, "of hearing the press 
use the word ’smokescreen." (And in fact re¬ 
ports had used it several times - quoting 
legion members' attacks on the board.) 

Muth said she personally had not heard 
one word against Kelley. But she agreed that 
after reading the grand jury report that Kel¬ 
ley may appear negligent "in some cases." 

Then Muth added, "But you could do away with 
fifty percent of county employees on com¬ 
plaints, too."| (See box at right) 

Kelley remained silent throughout and 
managed even to get a few supportive comments 
from individuals who followed the lead of the 
man who had demonstrated his own support by 
seating himself beside the lone target. 

But for now at least it appears Kelley 
will continue in his job and the county vet¬ 
erans office will remain open, strong im¬ 
plication that, along with the unknown friend, 
he may also have some friends at the court¬ 
house. 

The special public hearing rapidly ad¬ 
journed without formal action. Kelley, speak¬ 


ing from his office later in the week, ad¬ 
mitted to rumors that there had been some 
talk about his resignation. He said there had 
been some discussion of that in early con¬ 
ferences with John K. Smith, the county act- 
mini strator. 

Asked at raid-week if he feels he can 
still be effective in his job, the veterans 
service officer replied: "No comment. 

Administrator Smith said after the meet¬ 
ing that "It will all be coming out in the 
wash in the next few weeks." 


"COMPLAINTS" AGAINST THE VULNERABLE 

■When she brought up "complaints" some¬ 
times lodged against county employees. Sup¬ 
ervisor Muth may have touched on an unhappy 
truth: 

Employees - even potential employees - 
often are subjected to attacks by segments 
of the public who may dislike them because 
of family, religious, lifestyle or social 
beliefs. Or even because of "personality." 

A case in point is Jim Kelley himself, 
a quiet, unassuming man who has been crit- 
ized almost as much for his "personality," 
as for his management - or mismanagement of 
the veterans office. One courthouse source 
said Kelley is "just not a 'politician," a 
fact which may weigh heavily against him a- 
mong those who prefer more "outgoing" types. 

Establishment of an appeals board has 
alleviated much of the "personal" consider¬ 
ation that at one time may have been a de¬ 
ciding factor in firing the county worker. 

But department heads still labor un¬ 
der circumstances that make them extremely 
vulnerable. 
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LESSEES' LIST, Cont. from Page 2 

Lasky's Pumphouse and Tanks (septic?) and hospital addition (County Maintained?), Inyo Builders 
Storage Facility, Lone Pine Airport (Runway only; County Maintained), Trinity Episcopal Church, 
Brownstone Mining Company, Suburban Gas Company (Doxol), Texaco Oil Company Service Station, 
Cleveland's Frosty, Douglas Service Station, Dow Villa Hotel (Storage Facility only). Mobile 
Home Bark, Howe's Motorcycle Shop (?), Mt. ^iew Mobile Home Park, Lone Pine Dairy (Defunct; 

Sam Schou), County Maintained Park, Mormon Church L.D.S., Mt. Whitney Gold Club, Portugea Joe 
Campground and Park (County maintained). Locust Grove Campground and Park (county maintained), 
Diaz Lake recreational area (county maintained), Lone Pine Dump (county maintained). County 
Park and Rest Area (county maintained), Catholic Church, little League Baseball Field, 

Middle League Baseball Field (boundaries of field extend to 3 parcels; possibly a partial 
lease of each in the 3 parcels), Early Bird Worms, Big Pine Trucking Warehouse (Defunct), Big 
Pine Fire Department, Glacier Mobile Home Park, Mendenhall's Sporting Goods, Big Pine County 
Park (county maintained), Aberdeen Resort and Mobile Home Park, Standard Industrial (bulk 
storage facilities). Big Pine Trucking Company (Office and warehouse(s), Baseball Field and 
Boy Scouts of America Building, John Smith Ranch (cattle?), Dehy Park (county operated) Com¬ 
mander's House (County?), Dr. Jones' office. The Independence Potto jty, Inyo-Mono National 
Bank (independence Branch), Indian Tribal Council Office, Pines Cafe and Bar, Austin's Gener¬ 
al Store (Dirt access road and parking lot only), U.S. Post Office, Oldest House in Inyo Coun¬ 
ty (County owned?), Bobbie's Hair and Beauty Shop, Chinese Restaurant, Independence Garage 
(Defunct), Little League Baseball Field (East Market Street at Rosedale), Southern California 
Edison (Microwave repeater and Tower), Independence Airport facility (county operated). Indep¬ 
endence Dump (county maintained). Radio Station KING (transmitter). County Park and Rest Area, 

BISHOP: 

Seventh Day Adventist Church, "J" Diamond Mobile Home Park, Grace Lutheran Church, St. 
Timothy's Episcopal Church, Crest Service Station, Bike and Sport Shop, Foster's Freeze, Bish¬ 
op Chamber of Commerce, Mormon Church (L.D.S.), Texaco Service Station (U87 S. Main St.), 
Sportsman Liquor Store, Smart and Final (lias) Wlsle Co., Parking Lot (No. Bishop VW & probab¬ 
ly Bishop City maintained), Bishop Mobile Home Park, Sierra Mobile Home Park, Public Parking 
Lot (northeast portion located no. of Sierra Trailer Park; Bishop City?), Boy Scouts of Amer¬ 
ica Building, Girl Scouts of America Building, State Farm Insurance, El Charro Avitia (?), 
Luther Motors (Martin Luther), Bishop Airport (county maintained). Bishop Moving Sc Storage, 
Bishop Vet Hospital (Dr. Hurd), Bishop Feed and Supply, Milovich Bros. Shell Service Station, 
Road Runner Tire Service, Texaco Service Station (395 at V(ye), Tri-County Fairgrounds, Sierra 
Chemical Company, Burdick Distributing Company, Anderson's Poodle's (grooming). Bishop Cycles 
(moved to Home street), Tom and Jim's Modern Floors, Cal-Gas Bishop, Inc., Brown's Trading 
Host, Sierra Equipment Company, Bishop Building Materials, Copeland Lumber lard, Bishop Mot¬ 
ors, First Street Baptist Church, Sierra Sporting Goods (defunct?) (Tom Nelson), Dale's Auto¬ 
motive Garage, ARGO Service Station (No. Main Street and Sierra), Bishop Catholic Church, 

Bishop Nursery (plants, etc.). La BLnata Spanish Restaurant, Embers Restaurant, Ben's Breasted 
Chicken, Eastern Sierra Motors (Ford), United Gas Service Station, Shady Rest Trailer Park 
(storage facility only), Petrolane Gas Company, Savetime Burger, The Pizza Parlor, Steve's 
Auto Parts, Steve's Automotive Garage, Valley Body Shop (automotive), Schat's Dutch Bakery 
(plant), Gulf Service Station (So. Main Street), Howard's Lumber, Milovich Sc Sons Shell Service 
Station (So. Main Street), Turner Bros Gas Co., Sierra Saddlery, Chevron Service Station (So. 
Main), Economy Motors (automotive garage and auto parts), Bishop Rifle Club, Millpond Recrea¬ 
tional area (county maintained), Bishop Riding Club and arena. Pleasant Valley Campground 
(county maintained), Schoeber Park Rest Area (county maintained). Radio Station KIBS (office 
and transmitter). Bishop Golf Club, Beacon Restaurant & Cocktail Lounge, Petrolane and Cal- 
Gas Co. bulk storage facility, Hyatt Sand and Gravel, Bishop Drive-in Theater, County Dump 
(Sunland Dr.), Keough's Hot Springs and Trailer Park, Challenge Milk (Storage facility). 

Bishop Union High School corrals and stables. Smith's Trailer Village (mobile home park), 
Nazarene Church, Calvary Baptist Church, Bulpitt Park (county maintained), Izaak Walton Park 
(county maintained). 


FOR SELF-DETERMINATION 
A LONG BATTLE AHEAD 

'Considered from the economic point of view 
in a small county, the list is staggering, 
particularly v/hen it is the DWP's stated pol¬ 
icy to "discourage" economic growth and devel- 
opement in Inyo County. (Recorded in a policy 
statement from Masamorl Kojima, executive ass¬ 
istant to L.A. Mayor Tom Bradley and Bradley 1 s 
liaison to DWP). 

Excluded from the list were other proper¬ 
ties owned by DWP, including DWP's offices 
and yards in the county. Nor were listings 
provided for DWP lands 3outh of Lone Pine 
(Olancha, etc.). 

If, as county officials claim, the DWP is 
inclined to use all their leases in applying 
pressure to leaseholders - not to mention the 
vast income resources from such property - it 


would appear that the county may be in for a 
long battle not only in the courts, but also 
in the political arena. Most county officials 
and their constituency believe such a battle 
may be necessary if the people of the county 
will ever achieve control over their own lives 
in Inyo County. 
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FROM INDEPENDENCE HEADQUARTERS DWP moved 
offices and personnel last summer. Execut¬ 
ives no longer have to commute. 
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CHURCHES 

OLD CHURCH PARSONAGE: 

A "FINAL DECISION" 

Attacked by termites, abandoned both by 
its insurance company and the people who own 
it, the old parsonage of the Independence Pi¬ 
oneer iiemorial Methodist Church was coming 
down - first, a stick at a time as several 
people salvage lumber, then later in a heap 
under the crunch and shove of a bulldozer. 

The parsonage was built soon after its 
next-door neighbor, the church itself, which 
is more than a century old. 

An elderly neighbor living to the south 
of the parsonage said she "hates to see it go." 
She explained that her grandfather helped to 
erect and nail its beams and boards which now 
seem as sturdy as ever. 

Church members, particularly the tradition¬ 
alists among them, had looked in vain for some 
way to preserve the old house. Apparently no 
funds were available to rev/ire and renovate, 
as demanded by the insuror if a lire policy 
was to be kept in force. 

Some members both of the church and the 
volunteer fire department were eager for its 



METHODIST PARSONAGE at Independence awaits 
destruction. Bulldozer moves in tliis week. 


romoval. They saw in it a fire threat to the 
church itself situated only a few feet away. 

It had no longer been used as a parsonage 
and the church’s preachers live in newer quar¬ 
ters not far away. For a time the church rent¬ 
ed out the house, but with the departure of 
the last tenant came the final decision to re¬ 
move it. 

The lot mil be cleared this Saturday. 







PETALONYX GILMANII 

HOMO SAPIENS VS. 

A GREY-GREEN FUZZY 

A number of residents of the remote com¬ 
munity of Darwin (Population about 7?) were 
in attendance at last week's meeting of the 
county planning commission. Accompanying them 
was their supervisorial representative, Rich¬ 
ard McDonald, who had given them some assur¬ 
ances that the planning commissioners would 
change their building code - even by amend¬ 
ment to the county general plan, if need be - 
so that their rural village of houses and 
small businesses need no longer suffer under 
restrictions more appropriate to an urbanized 
area. They were further encouraged in their 
hopes as it appeared the planning commission¬ 
ers had been moving in their favor. 

That's when Planning Director Doug Sher¬ 
burne sprung on them the existence of Petal- 
oryx Galmanii. 

Petalonyx Galmanii ? 

It is described in a listing of the Cal¬ 
ifornia Native Plant Society as the "Death 
Valley Sandpaper Plant," a rare species living 
precariously in the Darwin area and given the 
protection of the California Environmental 
Quality Act. To the disdain of McDonald and 
hi 3 constituency, Sherburne made that fact ve¬ 
ry clear, although he had failed to notify the 
Darwin people before they journeyed all the 
way to the county seat expecting to win their 
rezoning plea. 

The safety and security of the plant pop¬ 
ulation (which in Darwin far outnumbers the 
residents) is a serious consideration when it 
comes down to present-day planning and zoning, 
but Sherburne held out some hope to the flab¬ 
bergasted Darwinites: He thinks Petalonyx Gal¬ 
manii's (now unwelcome) presence in their area 
may not constitute a major block to the zone 
change they want. Put Darwin will have to wait 
at least another 30 days before it can get on 
with plumbing and building repairs and instal- 


LONK PINE'S NEW VICAR: 

NO BURNING BUSH 
BUT A "POINTLESSNESS" 

How worldly can the church become and how 
mystical the marketplace? 

Although he offers no immediate answers. 
Lone Pine's new Episcopal vicar, divorced, lj.2- 
year-old Glynn Harper says, "The church is 
hurting from people who withdraw from the re¬ 
alities of the marketplace and preach with no 
understanding of what their parishioners are 
living with." 

And Harper, if anyone, should know, hav¬ 
ing experienced a considerable amount of both 
of the seemingly contradictory worlds. After 
seven years in the navy and another eight with 
the marketing arm of Exxon Corporation, Harper 
took personal stock and, as he says, "found a 
pointlessness in ny life." 

Asked what prompted him to enter the min¬ 
istry, Harper replied, "Well, I could say I 
saw a burning bush, but that wouldn't be true. 

It was a pointlessness I felt and I thought T-* .J 
could offer something to the church." 

Is he now one of the county's eligible * 
males? Probably not. (See TCCARj page ?) 


TheTULE ELK 

WITH LOADED RIFLES 
A CONTRADICTION 

The controversial Tule Elk, fat on graz¬ 
ing land and unmindful of regulations limit¬ 
ing their numbers, continue happily to repro¬ 
duce at an alarming rate. 

1 Their burgeoning population in the safe¬ 
ty of Inyo County preserves has prompted the 

_ (See ELK, Page 7 ) 

lations some of its people have in mind. 

On leaving the meeting one Darwin house¬ 
holder, Eleanor Newell, snapped: "Well please 
don't forget another endangered species, Homo 
Sapiens Darwinius." 
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Two ambitious productions, john heston 

"Carousel" and "Oklahoma," pre¬ 
sented by a high school drama 
group, apparently started some people asking: 
’.Veil, if school kids can do it, ;vhy can’t we? 
Why indeed? 


Such were the beginnings of Inyo’s "Play¬ 
house 395," a community theater group now en¬ 
tering its fourth year of nearly-professional 
presentations. 


One of these - last year's "Heritage" — 
so pleased the county audiences that it 3 
cast and producers went "on tour" of Inyo's 
Hall Circuit. 

And now for the fall season of 1977, 
Director Bob Thornburgh hopes to gain equal¬ 
ly as much appreciation for his planned com¬ 
edy choice, "A Curious Savage," by John Pat¬ 
rick. 

Whether or not he can do so may depend 
on his decisions in casting the play, and on 
how much enthusiasm he (and Patrick's some- 
times-funny lines) can inspire in the com¬ 
munity theater group. Success or not, "Sav¬ 
age" won't travel outside Bishop as did last 
year's play# it needs more staging than did 
"Heritage." 

Theater in Inyo County, such as it is, 
must compete with a lot of other things, not 
excluding even bulldozers (See MARIK'S FINAL 
CONCERT) and what Thornburgh calls "outdoor 
activities." 

Said Thornburgh, "You can't easily get 
people to commit themselves for six weeks. 

It takes a special love for performing." 

The director, and his wife Leilani, may 
have that love - at least enough for a six- 
week project like "A Curious Savage." 

Audiences can find out when it opens on 
November 10. 


CASUALTY 


FROM BRENNECKE'S BEACH 
A NEW RESPECT 


- ; - 

The MEDIA 


FROM THE SHELL STATION 
A LONG WAY FOR TV 


A new television translator system that 
may provide additional viewing channels and 
which is expected to improve viewing quality 
in Central Inyo County, will probably get its 
final okay from the board of supervisors thi3 
week. 

With the expressed consternation of some 
residents who question whether the county gov¬ 
ernment should be entering into a project bet¬ 
ter left to private enterprise, there has been 
some controversy surrounding the proposal. 

Also arising out of the mild feud is the 
question of whether viewers will pay their TV 
translator dues - even at the reduced rate of 
$5 per month. (An existing cable system in the 
Independence area now charges $8 in some cas¬ 
es) 

In any case television viewing in Inyo 
County has come a long way since the county's 
first TV set was installed (with one viewing 
channel from Bakersfield) down at the Shell 
Service Station on Independence's south end. 

At that time, in 1959, Fed Austin, then 
a drugstore owner, joined with some friends 
and as he says, "got some shovels and some ca¬ 
ble and started diggin 1 ." 

Fascinated countians drove from as far a- 
way as Bishop and Big Fine to see the county's 
electronic wonder, and watched from their 
parked cars its single flicking channel. 

Development of television in the county 
from there on in was "a rough road," said Aus¬ 
tin. "At first everybody was tickled to death 
to get one station...Then they rolled over on 
their backs with two stations, then we got 
three. But when we had some bad luck with one 
station going off, they didn't send in as much 
money# they got spoiled real fast." 


An 85-hour sleepless hike through summer 
heat, dust and the challenging terrain of the 
Sierras and Death Valley posed no real prob¬ 
lem for A1 Arnold. Under his own rigid disci¬ 
pline Arnold hiked the distance, so tired at 
one point "oven his wrist watch was too heavy. 1 

After his publicized hike Arnold felt the 
need of a vacation, and with his wife flew to 
Kauai in the Hawaiian Islands. There on Bren- 
necke's Beach he went body surfing, applying 
against 15-foot waves the strength and discip¬ 
lines learned on the Death Valley hike. 

Six days passed in a Hawaiian hospital 
before Arnold began to "feel anything" from 
the neck down. Even now, weeks later, he re¬ 
mains partially paralyzed thanks to a cervical 
dislocation caused when a breaking 15-footer 
dumped him head-first into Brennecke's sandy 
bottom. 

Arnold remains abed at his Walnut Creek 
homo, With a renewed respect for Nature '.s pow¬ 
er ho said "Getting over this will be the big¬ 
gest challnngo of fill." 


Austin's cable system is now up for 
sale and it may go (for a price unspecified) 
to Bishop's Ted HLgel. The system includes 
12 miles of cable. Austin says the deal is 
"still in the talking stage, 1 'but HLgel says 
he's "buying it." The two men have been in¬ 
stalling new amplifiers and working on the 
rest of the system, an indication that the 
agreement may already have been made firm. 
The translator system proposed by the 
county will cost about 030,000. 


COLLECTOR 

FROM INYO BEER DRINKERS 
PROFITABLE "GARBAGE" 

Reports that a San Bernardino deputy sher¬ 
iff were "gathering garbage" alongside Highway 
395 were only half true. 

The garbage he sells at 17 cents a pound 
pays parb of the cost of his family's weekend 
trips, says Bob Eygrror, the deputy. In about 
two months since his beer can collection began, 
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The CENSUS • BENETT KESSLER 

TO GROW OR NOT TO GROW: 

A LOT OF QUESTIONS 


JOHN HESTON • BENETT KESSLER 
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$ 493,000 (!) 


"May the news in your day be good news every day "jj 

v- 


IN A BUDGET-TIGHT YEAR 
A WELCOME BOON 

Untaxable, federally-owned lands, lands 
unlikely ever to fall into the hands of pri¬ 
vate ownership, have long been a problem for 
counties whose tax bases rest on taxable 
real estate. Such counties can't grow or ex¬ 
pand and therefore can't tax. 

This year, after several months of plan¬ 
ning and legislation, the federal government 
will pay out to such counties what it calls 
"in lieu of tax" payments. In the case of In¬ 
yo County, payment will amount to almost a 
half million dollars, a welcome boon in a 
budget-tight year. 

Announcement of the county's first ann¬ 
ual payment came late last week in a press 
release from the area's congressional repres¬ 
entative, Bill Ketchum. He said a check for 
£ 1 * 93,000 has already been mailed out from the 
Department of the Interior 's bureau of land 
management. The Inyo payment is based on what 
Ketchum called "the maximum allowable amount 
based on a formula" in the tax legislation of 
1976. 

The check, though impressively large, was 
no surprise to the county administration. I/fuch 
of the expected money has already been budget¬ 
ed. 

Ketchum's press release says he was one 
of the sponsors of the legislation and that 
he was "one of those advocating payments." 


COLLECTOR, Continued 

Eygnor and family have saved about 200 pounds, 
or about (?3U worth. He finds rich pickings on 
Inyo's roadways. "A lot of people drink beer up 
this way," he says. 

For travelers and residents alike such 
projects as Eygnor's (and they are common) are 
profitable in other ways: They help keep down 
the aluminum litter. 
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EYGNOR FAI/HIY loads beer cans beside High- 
way 395* They sell aluminum for 17 cents a 
pound, help clean up highway. 


In the upcoming county cen¬ 
sus, the planning department has 
set its eye on a head count; but the county 
supervisors want to pick brains. 

So far, the supervisors have turned up 
with seven questions to be included in what 
they call an "optional" or "voluntary" ques¬ 
tionnaire which, in the hands of census—tak¬ 
ers, will be handed out to county residents. 

Out of the seven proposed questions, 
six inquire about non-existent situations, 
but situations or conditions that may come 
into being if the people of the county want 
them bad enough* low-cost housing; land from 
the DWP and other public agencies on which 
they might build; and "light, non-polluting 
industiy" and other commercial ventures. 

In short, ask the supervisors, does In¬ 
yo County really want to grow? And, if so, in 
what direction? 

In questions directed specifically to 
the Bishop area, the supervisors want to know 
if an area near the Bishop airport should be 
developed for commercial businessj and also 
if an alternate route for Highway 39f>, by¬ 
passing Bishop, should be considered. 

The county sups - already getting in¬ 
to the TV translator business - also have 
a question about such systems and their qual¬ 
ity. 

And another county group wants to get 
some space in the questionnaire: the Inland 
Health Systems Agency which seeks to discov¬ 
er what medical services the county residents 
must receive outside Inyo, and what special 
health programs people want in their commun¬ 
ities. 

Supervisor Chaiinian Herbert London, 
proposing even more questions for the census, 
says he wants to "hear from the great silent 
majority." 

Whether Inyo Countians will readily 
respond in large numbers has yet to be seen. 


COSTLY BUREAUS 

SUPS HEAR GOVERNOR 
"TURNING THE CRANK" 

County officials journeying to Sacramento 
last week (A.G. MEETING, Page 3 ) found a "res¬ 
ponsive" Gov. Jerry Brown when they took a side 
trip to attend a meeting of the Regional Coun-' 
cil of Rural Counties. 

On his return to Inyo, County Administra- 
John K. Smith reported on the governor's talk 
at that meeting. Smith characterized Brown as 
"responsive, but I*m not clear what he can do 
about the problems." 

"The problems" he referred to are those 
caused by state-mandated programs - and state 
regulatory agencies — that add to the financ¬ 
ial burdens of smaller county governments: Med¬ 
ical costs, and regulations of the water qual¬ 
ity control board, air resources board and the 
state's solid—waste management board, among 
others. 

JKS said he can "sympathize" with Brown, 
"having to deal with all those legislators and 
government people. rl e can't turn the crank all 
alone." 
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SMELLY LAND DEAL 


The COUNTY, Cont. from Page 1 


COUNTY 7/DIJID KID 
ITSELF OF "DIRTY DOCKS" 

A hot spring with an unsavory smell and 
an equally unsavory name ("Dirty Sox") may be 
the center of a smelly issue, if some real 
estate people are to be believed. 

"Dirty Socks" has long been a favorite 
spot of late-night bathers and skinny-dippers 
and its remote location on the banks of Owens 
Lake east of Olancha affords a degree of pri¬ 
vacy for pot parties. So mineralized are its 
waters that silver jewelry immersed in it 
turns instantly black. 

A recent real estate proposal including 
the sale of "Dirty Socks" is turning some 
local real estate brokers instantly red. One 
of these, Earl Hale of Lone Pine, says the el¬ 
aborate plans of an L.A. Realty company "was 
pure land speculation" and nobody turned up 
with any hard cash. The deal included the pur¬ 
chase of many acre s...shopping centers...sen¬ 
ior citizen centers and housing developements. 

It started with the announcement of Les¬ 
ter dorian of Vilshire Realty Company who 
told newsmen many months ago of his proposal. 
Hale had been the broker for the sale of "Dir¬ 
ty Socks" and now the place is back on the 
"for sale" list, since, as Hale claims, Morlan 
"only had money on paper and he never came 
through." 

Hale said "many of Morlan's deals never 
came through" and that he is "not sure what 
their game is." But whatever it is. Hale says 
the Olancha Postoffice may also be included 
and according to him the PO deal is in es¬ 
crow. 

Meanwhile, the county wants to rid it¬ 
self of the smelly issue - and of "Dirty Socks" 
for which it is presently responsible. Parks 
and Recreation Director Jim Angelo says the 
hot spring is "too remote to keep clean" and 
that vandals have demolished much of the fac¬ 
ility, plugging up drains and stripping fenc¬ 
ing for firewood. 

As for Morlan attempts to reach him are 
so far unsuccessful^ he's not returning calls 
from reporters. 

Morlan’s own agent in the county, Lloyd 
Knight, says he "hasn’t heard from him" and 
that several deals are "up in the air, but no 
money has been put up." 


VICAR, Cont. from Page 6 

Following his divorce ending a five-year 
marriage, he made "an agreement" with a bish¬ 
op - that he won’t remarry if he is to stay in 
the Diocese. Although Episcopal rules on mar- 
riage-after-divorce have changed. Harper says 
"They don’t change so rapidly for vicars." Nor 
does that fact seem to bother Harper who by 
remaining unmarried "has more time for the 
church." 

He says the Lone Pine Trinity Episcopal 
Church holds what he calls "an interesting" 
position. He explained that Episcopal church¬ 
es rarely included among a town’s "major pro- 
testant congregations, but that is a fact of 
the Lone line church. 

Harper says he has "always had a relig¬ 
ious and mystical bent," and that he "look3 
at scriptures like he looks at life..;with a 
liberal, non-literal view." 


land swap arrangement with the Department of 
Water and Power. -*-n spite of other troubles 
with DWP (See "LEASES") county officials re¬ 
main hopeful that their proposal will net for 
the county some land adjacent the county road 
department property at Bishop. For this, Inyo 
is prepared to trade away several acres near 
Bishop’s Barlow Lane and next to the Indian 
Cemetery there. 

Papers on the trade have already been sign¬ 
ed - for more than a year. But soon after con¬ 
clusion of the agreement DWP’s rights-of-way 
division said the deal wasn't fair and order¬ 
ed a re-appraisal. According to. Asst. County 
Administrator J'&ke Hanford, the appraisal indi¬ 
cated the trade was fair - where it stands now. 

Hanford said Bishop is agreeable to a 
five-year lease on its civic center property, 
apparently long enough to plan and build the 
proposed complex, and short enough not to tie 
up the county after its completion. 

At their meeting last week, the supervis¬ 
ors voted to accept Bishop's rent proposal. 

TULE ELK, Cont. from Page 6 

department of fish and game to make plans for 
their reduction - Dy shooting them. 

But before the F and G men loaded their 
rifles they first called a meeting of inter¬ 
ested parties who immediately raised an out¬ 
cry against their plan. As a result, the 92 
elk with death warrants will enjoy - for now 
at least - a stay of execution. 

But therein lies a contradiction. State 
law says the endangered elk cannot be turned 
over to sportsmen for hunting until state¬ 
wide their numbers reach 2000. Hunting inter¬ 
ests now reasonably aslc how, if F and G is to 
shoot them, the elk can attain that figure. 

And other interests maintain an intense¬ 
ly protective watch over the elk: The Sierra 
Club, and a group calling itself the "Commit¬ 
tee for the Preservation of the Tule Elk." 

Each of these stand in strong opposition to 
the fish and game people's plan, and to the 
ranchers who simply want to be rid of the elk 
by any means possible. 

Club and committee members want the de¬ 
partment of fish and game to transport some 
of the elk to other preserves, but State Fish 
and Game Director Charles Fullerton says that 
although he's not all that happy about a 90- 
head slaughter, he has no other place to put 
them, at least for now. 

The ranchers say that for the past 30 
years their grazing lands have supported the 
elk which otherwise could not survive the 
bleak Inyo County ranges. Says Carl Pearce, 
Bishop's insuranceman-cattleman: "’with the 
drought this year we can't afford the feed. 

I hope they shoot the elk." 

Barring further action or input, the F 
and G plan to shoot the elk may be carried 
out between mid-October and January 1* 
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